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The Lacuna
A Novel

Barbara Kingsolver

New York Times Bestselling Author

In her first novel in nine years, Barbara Kingsolver, the acclaimed New York Times
bestselling author of The Poisonwood Bible and Animal, Vegetable, Miracle, tells the
story of Harrison William Shepherd, a man caught between two worlds—an
unforgettable protagonist whose search for identity will take readers to...

The Lacuna is the story of a man’s search for safety in the grinding jaws of two
nations, at a moment when the entire world seemed bent on reinventing itself
at any cost.

Born in the U.S., reared in a series of provisional households in Mexico,
Harrison Shepherd is mostly a liability to his social-climbing flapper mother,
Salomé. From a coastal island jungle to the unpaved neighborhoods of 1930s
Mexico City, through a disastrous stint at a military school in Virginia and back
again, his fortunes never steady as Salomé finds her rich men-friends always
on the losing side of the Mexican Revolution. Sometimes she gives her son
cigarettes instead of supper.

He aims for invisibility, observing his world and recording everything with a
peculiar selfless irony in his notebooks. Life is whatever he learns from
servants putting him to work in the kitchen, errands he runs in the streets, and
one fateful day, by mixing plaster for famed Mexican muralist Diego

Rivera. Making himself useful in the household of the muralist, his wife Frida
Kahlo, and exiled Bolshevik leader Lev Trotsky, young Shepherd inadvertently
casts his lot with art and revolution, and the howling gossip and reportage
that dictate public opinion.
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Author Bio

Barbara Kingsolver is the author of seven works of fiction, including the novels The
Poisonwood Bible, Animal Dreams, and The Bean Trees, as well as books of poetry,
essays, and creative nonfiction. Her most recent book, Animal, Vegetable, Miracle: A
Year of Food Life, has been enormously influential and a major bestseller. Kingsolver’s
work has been translated into more than twenty languages and has earned literary
awards and a devoted readership at home and abroad. In 2000, she was awarded the
National Humanities Medal, our country’s highest honor for service through the arts.
She lives with her family on a farm in southern Appalachia.
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