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Breathing Water
A Bangkok Thriller

Timothy Hallinan
Innocence and evil, power and poverty collide on the neon streets and in the palatial

mansions of Bangkok in this latest tale of intrigue and suspense from the author of The
Fourth Watcher and A Nail Through the Heart

For American expat travel-writer Poke Rafferty, a late-night poker game
delivers an unexpected prize: the chance to write the biography of “Pan”
Wattana, a controversial, vulgar, self-made billionaire with a shady past and
far-reaching political ambitions. The win seems at first like a stroke of luck—but
here, as in so many places in colorful, seductive Bangkok, the allure of
appearances masks something much darker. Within 12 hours of folding his
cards, Poke and his family—his fiancée Rose, and their adopted daughter
Miaow—have become pawns in a political struggle among some of Thailand’s
richest, most powerful, and most ruthless people.

The trouble multiplies when Superman, Miaow’s missing young street friend,
reappears. He needs Poke’s help to protect an impoverished young girl
trapped in a baby-selling ring. Trying to save them and his family, Poke finds
himself at the collision point of powerful forces—forces that have shaped (and
distorted) Thai life for decades.

Set in the Thailand of today’s headlines—a nation where the future looks
suddenly precarious—this is the story of a deadly game in which the stakes are
enormous and life is literally cheap. The most...
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Timothy Hallinan is the author of eight novels and a work of nonfiction. He divides
his time equally between Los Angeles, California, and Southeast Asia. For more
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Fall | 2009



