
 

   Sell‐in Kit Includes
 

• Extended bio 
• Al in the NY Times 
• Al & Mad 

AL JAFFEE’S MAD LIFE
 
 

Mary‐Lou Weisman 
With illustrations by Al Jaffee 

 
It Books 

BIOGRAPHY & AUTOBIOGRAPHY/Artists, Architects, 
Photographers| Non‐Fiction | Hardcover |  

ISBN: 9780061864483| ISBN 10: 006186448X 
Trim: 6 x 9 | PP: 224 | Color illustrations throughout 

Release: 9/8/2010 | Pub: 9/28/2010 | AFP: 50 
 

On‐sale 9/28/2010 
 

COVER NOT FINAL 

 AL JAFFEE’S 
MAD LIFE 



 
 

Al Jaffee 
Born in Savannah, Georgia, Jaffee spent six years of his childhood in Lithuania, returning 
to America in advance of the Nazi takeover. He studied at The High School of Music & 
Art in New York City in the late 1930s, along with future Mad personnel Will Elder, 
Harvey Kurtzman, John Severin, and Al Feldstein. 
 
He began his career in 1941, working as a comic‐book artist for several publications, 
including Timely Comics and Atlas Comics, the 1940s and 1950s precursors, respectively, 
of Marvel Comics. 
 
Jaffee first appeared in Mad in 1955, shortly after its transformation from comic book 
format to magazine. When editor Harvey Kurtzman left in a dispute, Jaffee went with 
Kurtzman. Jaffee contributed to Kurtzman's first two post‐Mad publishing efforts, Trump 
and the creator‐owned Humbug. 
 
After Humbug folded in 1958, Jaffee brought his unpublished material to Mad, which 
bought the work. In 1964, Jaffee created his longest‐running Mad feature, the Fold‐In. 
Originally, Jaffee intended it as a one‐shot "cheap" satire of the triple fold‐outs that 
were appearing in glossy magazines such as Playboy and Life. But Jaffee was asked to do 
a second installment, and soon the Fold‐In became a recurring feature on the inside 
back cover of the magazine. In each, a drawing is folded vertically and inward to reveal a 
new "hidden" picture (as well as a new caption). The Fold‐In has since become one of 
Mad's signature features, and has appeared in almost every issue of the magazine from 
1964‐2008. Jaffee's work has appeared in over 445 issues of the magazine, a total 
unmatched by any other writer or artist. 
 
Jaffee won the National Cartoonists Society Advertising and Illustration Award for 1973, 
its Special Features Award for 1971 and 1975, and its Humor Comic Book Award for 
1979. In 2008, he won the Reuben Awards' Cartoonist of the Year. 
 

Mary-Lou Weisman 
Mary-Lou Weisman is an award-winning journalist and best-selling author. Weisman, 
who has known Al for over 30 years, has published several books including: My Baby 
Boomer Baby Book, Traveling While Married, My (Middle-aged) Baby Book: A Record 
of Milestones, Millstones and Gallstones, and Intensive Care: A Family Love Story 
Her essays, feature articles, interviews, and film and book reviews have appeared in 
many magazines, among them The Atlantic Monthly, The New Republic, Newsweek, 
and Vogue. For several years, she wrote a column, “One Woman’s Voice” nationally 
syndicated by the New York Times and, following that, the “Hers” column for the 
New York Times. She is a member of Phi Beta Kappa, PEN, and The Authors Guild. 
Mary-Lou Weisman lives in Westport, CT with her husband, a lawyer. 
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Jaffee’s work has 
appeared in over 

445 issues— 
a Mad record! 

Jaffee’s signature 
fold-ins have 
appeared on 

almost every back 
cover 

At its peak, Mad 
had a readership 

of over 2 Million! 

“After Mad, drugs were 
nothing.”—Patti Smith 

 
"Mad became the Bible 
for me and my whole 

generation." 
–Terry Gilliam 


